Please replace original claims 1-22 with the following replacement claim set: 

1 . (Original) A heai-ciirable nioiding material pellet comprising a heat-curable epoxy-containing 
material, a thermoplastic component and a curing agent for said epoxy-contaiiung material, 
vvherein said pellet has a miiltipbase structure comprisitig a core containing a first heat-cimible 
component and a sliealh containing a second heat-curable eomponeiiit, disposed at least partially 
arowid the periphei^' of said core, 

2. (Original) I'he heat-curable molding material pellet as claimed in claim 1 , vvherein said 
epoxy-containing material and said tliermopjastic component are contained in said first heat- 
ciirable component jmd said curing agent imd said thermoplastic component are contained in said 
second heat-curable component 

3. (Original) The heat-curable molding malerial pellet as claimed in claim 1 , wherein- said 
curing agent mid said themioplastic component are contained in said first heat-eurabie 
component and said epoxy-containing material and said tfeermoplastic conrpanent are contained 
in said second heat-curable component. 

4. (Original) The heat-curable molding m.aieriai pellet as claimed in claim K wherein said 
thermopUistie component and sdd cui'ing agent are contained in said first heat-curabie 
component, said tliermopjastic CGmponent and said curing accelerator are contained in said 
second heat-curing component, and said epoxy-eontainiiig ma;terial is conteined in either one or 
botli of said first heat curing component ai)d said second heat-curing component. 

3. (Original) The heat-ciirable molding material pellet as claimed in claim 4, wherein said 
eiuing agent is a dkyandiamide, aii orgaiuc acid hydrazide, m acid, ait acid anhydride or a 
combination thereot!^ and said curing accelerator is an imidazole, a tertiary amine compound or a 
combiitation thereof. 



6. {Currentiy Arnendeci) The heat-curable molding material pellet as claimed in aay-oae-of 
c laims clilll ^ wherein said epoxy-contaiiiing material coniains aii epoddized 
thennoplastic resin and serves also as a tliermoplastic component. 

7. (Original) The heat-curabie molding materia! pellet as claimed in claim 6, wherein said 
epoxidized themioplastic revSin contains an ethylene-glyeidy] (meth)aerylate eopolymer. 

8. ((.lurreiiliy Amended) The heat-curable molding material pellet as claimed in a»y-e*«j-eC 
eiaims e[aim 1 ie-'k wherein said sheath panialiy,, mostly or completely sunx>unds said core, 

9. (Ciirrentiy Amended) The heat-^curabie molding material pellet as claimed in aii^'-eae-ei' 
eimm cMm I t-e~9, whereiti said pellet has a multifeyer strtictm-e that is generally cylindrical in 
shape, with said core having one or both ends exposed. 

10. ((■i.uTently Amended) The heai-eurable molding material pellet as claimed in fmy - a ne- o f 
&lmms claim 1 1# -7, wherein said pellet has a multilayer structure comprising alternating layers of 
said heat-curable components disposed one on top of tlie other. 

1 1 . (Original) The heat-eurable molding material pellet as claimed in claim 1 0, wherein said 
core comprises a core layer of said first heat-curable component, said sheatli comprises two 
sheath layers of said second heat-curable component, and said core layer is sand wiched between 
said sheath layers, 

12. (Currently Amended) The heat-cumble molding material pellet as claimed in any-eng ' Of 
ekttms clajm 1 te-?^, wherein said pellet is generally spherical or particle-like in shape, with said 
core being completely or at lei^t mostly encased by said sheath. 
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B. (Cuxremly Amended) The heat-curable molding material pellet as claimed in ai»y- one of 
ekims claim 1 wherein said sheath is in the form of a matrix, and said pellet comprises 
mulliple cores of said first heat-eurable component embedded in said matrix. 

1 4. (Original) The heal-cin-abie mokiing material pellet as claimed in ciain) 1 3, •wherein a 
portion of one of more of said cores is exposed; 

15. (Original) The heat-curable molding material pellet as claimed in claim 13, wherein each of 
said cores is compieiely or at least mostly surroiitided by said matrix. 

16. (Currently /Amended) A method of making an article comprising: 

forming a plurality of pellets into a Mly cured, partially cured or imeured artiele, 
\vherein at least one of the pellets is a h eat cura ble m oiding ma terial pellet as elaimed in ai^y oi^e 
el^iaims claim I te-t-S. 

17. (Curfenlly /\n>ended) The method as claimed in claim 16, wherein most or each of tlie 
pellets is a fee heat cur able m oidi na material pellet as^lat med in aH y <»H.e t>f eMm 

18. (Gurretrtly Amended) ""ITie method as claimed in claim 16 or -l--? furtlier comprising; 

mixing the plurality of pellets with a mixing device that uses a single screw, has a 
relatively low kvieading capacity or iTOtli. 

19. (Cuirehtly Amended) The method as claimed in ariy one of ol mm claim |6 ti>-l-^ further 

coraprising: 

melting/kneading the plurality of pellets to form a heat-curabie moidii^g material, said 
meltiiig/krseading occurring at a temperature lower tlian the curing temperatiire of the hea^ 
curabie molding maieriai. 
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wherein the theraioplasiic component is a resin wMeh cm be meited-'kiTeaded at a 
temperature lower than the curing temperature of tiie heat-ctirablc molding material, and a 
partial iy cured or an imeured. article is obtained from said inethod. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in any one of ckmm claim 1.6 te-i-^ furtber 
comprising: 

meiting.4'neading t3ie pluralily of pellets to form a heat-curable molding material, said 
melting/kneading occurring at a temperature lower than the curi ng temperature of the heat- 
curable nrolding material; 

fopning the heal-curabie molding material iiito a partially cured or uncured article; and 
forming the paitially cui-ed or uncured tirdcle into a mostly cured or fully ciaed article and 
at a temperature equal to or higher than the curing temperature of the heat-curable molding 
matefial, 

wlierein the thermoplastic component is a resin which can be meUed/kneaded at a 
temperaiyre lower than the curing temperature of the heat-cufable molding material. 

21 . (Cun-eiiily Amended) 'llie inetl)Od as claimed in ^y-etv^-of ^elirims claim 16 tH>-4-S further 
comprising: 

melting/kneading the plurality of jiellets to form a heat-curable molding material, said 
melting/kneading occurring at a temperature eqiud to or higher than the curing temperature of the 
beat-curable molding material, 

wherein a mostly cured or fully cured aiticle is obtained from said method. 

22. (CXirrentiy Amended) An aiticle made according to the method as claimed in any- f^nt^ of 

eiaims claim 16 te-2-k 



